Table 9
Mpumalanga Rail Freight Annual Tonnage by Area and Commodity - 2008
	Machadodorp – Carolina – Ermelo 
(Both Directions)

	Notes in respect of table contents: The railway traffic information that appears in this table details  commodities that move over this route or part of it.The line is an arterial route connecting the Maputo Corridor with the Richards Bay coal line. Although coal and forestry traffic is generated along the route. In adition, the Lothair brance feeds into the line ar Buhrmanskop. 

Significant volumes of export and domestic coal are sourced at Carolina and Voorslag. The line can be used for chrome, ferrochrome, magnetite, rock  phosphate and other traffic should the Swaziland and Wonderfontein routes not be available. Traffic originating on the route is detailed as being forwarded (FWD) in the main line figures, although it is transit (bridge) traffic as it does not originate on the main line itself  It is denoted with brackets but is also credited to the specific branch line. For the purpose of this study, “Bridge” traffic is that which is generated in one province and which transits Mpumalanga to another province.   
This table details traffic forwarded from or received at specific stations within the province. Intrastate traffic is that which has been forwarded from one station in the province and received at another station in the province. Bridge traffic (also known as Transit traffic) is that which is generated on one province and which passes through Mpumalanga to another province.  

Transnet Freight Rail have recently changed Commodity descriptions and groupings. For example, Rock Phosphate is now described under the heading of “Mining of Chemical and Fertiliser Minerals: while “Wood and Wood Products” now cover Pulpwood, Sawn Timber, and Wood Chips.” This makes it difficult in some cases to make comparisons with earlier statistical data. Another heading is “Not Listed as a Commodity.” It appears that this is for commodities which the TFR statisticians have not identified in their data collection exercises.


	Commodity
	Fwd
	Received
	Intrastate
	Bridge
	Total
	Details 

	 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Tons 
	Origins & Destinations 

	MINING

	18/67: COAL 

	
	
	
	(6 985)
	
	6 985
	MLS Tselentis-Spitskop via Machadodorp to Ngodwana

	18
	147 573
	
	
	
	147 573
	MLS Tselentis from Voorslag to Mandini

	18
	79 530
	
	
	
	79 530
	Carolina via Machadodorp to Mozambique

	67
	1 809 739
	
	
	
	1 809 739
	MLS Tselentis-Spitskop from Voorslag to RBCT

	67
	38 418
	
	
	
	38 418
	MLS  Xstrata-Moza from  Witrand to RBCT

	Total 
	2 075 260
	0
	6 985
	0
	2 082 245
	

	

	38: WOOD AND WOOD PRODUCTS

	
	(58 310)
	
	
	
	58 310
	Lothair via Ermelo to Richards Bay 

	
	(3 326
	
	
	
	3 326
	Lothair via Ermelo to Mandini

	
	(4 046)
	
	
	
	4 046
	Lothair via Ermelo to Umkomaas

	
	8 257
	
	
	
	8 257
	Carolina via Ermelo to Richards Bay

	Total
	73 939
	0
	0
	0
	73 939
	

	Total from stations on line
	8 257
	0
	0
	0
	8 257
	

	

	60: TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT

	Total
	0
	0
	520
	0
	520
	Ermelo to Breyten

	

	Total: All Traffic
	2 149 199
	
	7 505
	
	2 156 704
	

	

	Northwards
	87 035

	Southwards
	2 069 669
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